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The farm was started in 1901 by Otto Merkel. Ty Merkel is the 4th generation to operate the farm. The original barn has seen many changes. It had
stanchions, saw a move to tie-stalls, and then to a pit parlor. The parlor
was aging and needed
updating. They were having
problems finding good help and it
was getting quite expensive. Ty
has a degree from Madison, but
wanted to come back to the farm.
Merkline Holsteins have around
180 registered Holsteins cows
with youngstock.

Features:


Lely Astronaut A4.1 robotic milking system
The I-flow concept and spacious box allows the cow to enter and
exit straight and gives her the freedom to be milked when she
feels the need.



Lely Juno feed pusher
Several times a day the Juno’s ultrasound sensors automatically
guide the Juno on a predetermined path while rotating to push
feed closer to the cows.

SCHURR BRUSH



Schurr cattle brushes
The 2-brush system fulfils the horizontal and vertical cleaning of
the back, front, and sides.

MILK ROOM

We visited many farms and went to World Dairy Expo several times. Our vets,
nutritionist, tester, and many others tried to talk us out of robots. People told
Ty that the robots would ruin the herd. Now that people have seen the robots
work and how we are doing, they have all become believers. We have been
using the robots for over a year now. Our cows adjusted quickly. We never
really lost production. It seemed we had more to learn then the cows. We
can't say enough for the help and coaching we have received from Central
Ag. We really wouldn't want to change anything. We have three Lely robots
and they are very busy. Two of the robots face one way and the third faces
the other direction. We have been able to catch a problem with a cow right
away. Our somatic cell has been below 100. Production keeps going up. We
are around 95lbs, with the cows going in at 2.8 times. Even though we are
not milking, there are many things that keeps us busy. We do have automatic
scrapers, a Lely feed pusher and something the cows love-BRUSHES. We
use mattresses with hydrogenated lime and sawdust. We definitely
recommend Lely robots and have Central Ag plan, put in, and use their
support for success with robots.
-The Merkel Family

